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INTRODUCTION. 



H E story of the discovery and 
settlement of the Canary Islands 
has long been considered by the 
Council as a proper and desirable 
subject for a volume or more in 
the Hakluyt Society’s series. The enterprise of 
Jean de Bethencourt and his gallant companions 
is the opening chapter of the story, and I pro- 
posed its translation to our former President 
upwards of thirty-six years ago. Sir David 
Dundas cordially approved the suggestion, and lent 
me his fine copy of Bergeron’s edition. My dear 
friend, schoolfellow, and messmate, the late Commo- 
dore James G. Goodenough, undertook to translate 
and edit, and we began to make researches together : 
work in which he took a deep interest, and for 
which his linguistic and other accomplishments 
specially fitted him. But in 1871 he was called away 
on important duties connected with relief work in 
France, and in 1873 he went out to take command 
of the Australian Station, closing a most valuable 
and meritorious career by an heroic death two 
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INTRODUCTION. 



years afterwards. I secured an equally competent 
editor for Bethencourt in Mr. Major, of the British 
Museum, and the volume was issued to members in 
1872. 

The authors, Pierre Bontier and Jean le Verrier, 
who were Bethencourt’s chaplains, knew how to tell 
their story. Mr. Major truly says that “ there is 
much of picturesque beauty about the quaint old 
narrative of the adventures of the Sire de Bethen- 
court. We find ourselves in an atmosphere of 
romance, albeit the story is most essentially true. 
It lends the charm of chivalry to an expedition of 
discovery, undertaken at a period when chivalry 
was itself a reality.” 

Mr. Major, in his learned and interesting intro- 
duction, supplied us with an able rdsumd of all that 
was previously known of the Canary Islands. The 
allusion of Strabo is followed by the curious notices 
given by Plutarch in his Life of Sertorius, and by 
Pliny in his remarks on the career of King Juba. 
Mr. Major goes on to inform us of what can be 
gleaned from the Medicean portolano of 1351: of the 
acceptance of a Canarian kingly crown by Don Luis 
de la Cerda, the rightful King of Spain ; and he 
gives all the information to be obtained from the 
works of Qa da Mosto and Azurara. Bethencourt 
himself, and his lieutenant, Gadifer de la Salle, took 
possession of Lanzarote and Fuerte ventura, the two 
most eastern islands. They made descents upon 
Canaria, but were driven back to their ships by the 
inhabitants. They visited the eastern islands of 
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Palma, Gomera, and Hierro, but made no attempt 
on Tenerife. 

It remains, then, to present the members of the 
Hakluyt Society with an account of the island of 
Tenerife, the central island, and the most interesting 
and important of the group ; of its original inhabi- 
tants ; and of its conquest and settlement. 

Bethencourt and his gallant adventurers, though 
they never landed on the island, must often have 
gazed with admiration at the glorious peak of 
Tenerife shooting up high above the clouds, and at 
the serrated ridges of Anaga. But the conquest 
was left for another people, and delayed for well- 
nigh another century. The brave Guanches had a 
respite. 

Tenerife is an island of quite exceptional beauty 
and interest, gifted by Nature with every attraction 
that can please the eye, and by every advantage of 
climate, soil, and position. From its backbone of 
volcanic mountains the beautiful peak rises into 
the region of perpetual snow ; while from the grassy 
and forest-covered uplands lovely valleys and 
ravines slope down to the sea level. The gap, in 
which lies the city of Laguna, separates the moun- 
tain mass, culminating in the peak, from the wild 
and jagged mountains of Anaga to the north, and 
forms a natural highway from the eastern to the 
western side. 

The various elevations ensure a great variety in 
the vegetation of the different zones, which has been 
well described by Humboldt in his personal narra- 
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